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WELSH RINGERS' CONFERENCE

National Museum Cardiff

Saturday 6 March 2010

Programme and Booking Form

Conference fee: £15
Includes buffet lunch & tea/coffee

Hosted by the National Museum Cardiff
in association with
the Bull & Morgan Ringing Partnership

Supported by BTO, CCW and Soltys Brewster Ecology

soltysbrewstcer




WELSH RINGERS' CONFERENCE 2010: PROGRAMME

0930 Registration & coffee

0950 Welcome — Dave Bull

1000 Tree Sparrow in the Twyi Valley. John Lloyd

1040 Birdson the Severn Estuary: Tidal Power and Climate Change. John Clark
1120 Coffee Break, BTO shop & Poster session

1140 One Good Tern Deserves Another. David Norman

1220 Ringers Meeting. Please send questions in advance to Jacquie Clark at the
BTO so comprehensive answers can be prepared.

1300 Lunch, BTO shop & General catch up!

1440 Ringing in Pembrokeshire. Steve Sutcliffe

1520 Hawfinch — Commoner than you might think! Jerry Lewis

1500 Coffee Break, BTO shop & Poster session

1620 The sparrow in the storm: adventures with storm petrels. Dr Rob Thomas
1700 Close of conference

Posters: Ringers are warmly invited to bring a poster displaying results of ringing
studiesin Wales or beyond. Poster boards will be available — please let us know

in advanceif you’d liketo bring a poster so that we can provide an appropriate
space for you to display it.

After the conference delegates areinvited to InCognito’s Bar, 29 Park Place —
directly adjacent to the Museum building.



WELSH RINGERS' CONFERENCE 2010: SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES & TALKS

JOHNLLOYD
Tree Sparrow in the Tywi Valley

John Lloyd is Wales Officer and a council member of the
British Trust for Ornithology. Born and brought up in
Carmarthenshire, where he still lives and farms, he has
worked with the Tree Sparrows of the Tywi Valley for the
past 10 years. During this time he has visited and recorded

600 tree sparrow nests and ringed over 1000 pulli.

John's talk will describe the habitat, breeding data and
movements of the species within the Tywi Valley. It will
also give evidence of the importance of riparian habitat to
the Tree Sparrow of this part of Carmarthenshire. Finally it
will also provide a critique of colour ringing as a study tool
for species such as Tree Sparrows.

JOHN CLARK
Birds on the Severn Estuary:
tidal power and climate change

Originally from the city of Glasgow, John graduated with a
BSc in Zoology after time spent in the ornithology research
unit of Glasgow University.

He worked as an upland bird surveyor and field teacher before
joining the RSPB in 2005, where he held a variety of rolesin
both communications and conservation science. John joined
the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) in 2009 and now

co-ordinates CCW’s input to the government led Severn
Tidal Power Feasibility Study.

The Severn estuary is an internationally protected site for
nature conservation, supporting up to 98,000 birds each
winter. On the Western edge of Europe, bird trends suggest
this estuary is at the forefront of climate change effects in
the UK. The debate over renewable energy on the Severn
highlights a conflict between addressing global declines in
species and habitats as a result of development, and the
international need to tackle climate change. John's talk
investigates those themes, and explains the ecological
importance of the UK’ s largest estuary.

DAVID NORMAN
One Good Turn Deserves Another!

David Norman was awarded the BTO’s Tucker Medal in 2002
for his outstanding scientific contributions in surveying, nest
recording and ringing birds. He is one of the two independent
members of the UK’s Rare Breeding Birds Panel. His eclectic
interests in birds are illustrated by published work including a
book on the Fieldfare; papers on waders on the Mersey
Estuary, Fieldfares, Common Terns, Little Terns and Wood
Warblers; notes on Peregrine, Marsh Warbler, Firecrest and
Brambling; and he wrote the BTO Winter Atlas texts on
Chaffinch and Brambling, and the BTO Migration Atlas text
on Common Tern, Wood Warbler and Chaffinch. He has
recently written Birds in Cheshire and Wirral: a breeding and
wintering atlas, published by Liverpool University Press in

November 2008. David was a Council member of English
Nature from 1996 to 2002, and now is a member of RSPB
Council and Chairman of Cheshire Wildlife Trust.

The Merseyside Ringing Group (MRG), now chaired by
David Norman, has had members living in north Wales for
all the 55 years of its existence, and the MRG rings about
3,000 birds a year in Wales. In 1970 the Group created the
Common Tern nesting site on artificial islands in the Corus/
Tata steelworks at Shotton, Flintshire, which has grown to
become one of the five largest colonies in the UK. Chicks
have also been ringed annually since 1983 in Wales's only
regular colony of Little Terns, at Gronant, Denbighshire.
David's tak describes the history of the Common Tern
colony, and some of the results from ringing the Common
Tern and Little Tern chicks, with emphasis on the scientific
and conservation value of the work.

STEVE SUTCLIFFE
Ringing in Pembrokeshire

Steve Sutcliffe has been ringing in Pembrokeshire since the
late 1960® and has been active particularly ringing waders on
the Cleddau (although not in recent years) and seabirds
(particularly Cormorants, Shags and Herring Gulls) on St
Margarets, Caldey and Midland Islands. He was the warden
on Skomer Island between 1985 and 1994. Steve is the

Ringer in charge with the Pembrokeshire Ringing Group
(PRG), which ring between 4 and 5,000 birds each year.

Steve's talk will illustrate some of the historic ringing
within Pembrokeshire including records from the duck
decoy at Orielton, from Britain® first Bird Observatory on
Skokholm and some of the recent results from current
seabird research. He will also describe the diverse habitats
and ringing activities of the PRG including annual foray®
abroad.



JERRY LEWIS
Hawfinch — Commoner than you might think

Jerry has lived in Gwent for amost 60 years and is the BTO
Regiona Representative for the County, and Secretary of the
Llangorse Ringing Group. He had his first taste of ringing in
the late 19606, but did not apply for his first licence until
1975. He has helped with most types of ringing activity, and
continues with his long term monitoring of breeding Dippers,

Pied Flycatchers, Goshawk and (more recently) Wood
Warbler.

He caught his first Hawfinch in 2001, and has since
developed an understanding of their behaviour, so that over
200 birds have now been colour ringed (some 10% of the
number ever ringed in the UK). Histalk will cover aspects
of "when" and "how" to catch this species, in the hope of
encouraging others to have a go.

ROB THOMAS
The sparrow in the storm: adventures with storm
petrels

Originally form Brecon; Rob studied Zoology and Ecology at
Cambridge University before undertaking a D.Phil at the
University of Sussex. Rob worked for a short period as
assistant warden at A Rocha Bird Observatory, Portugal,
before joining the Centre of Behavioural Biology at Bristol
University. In 2002 he moved to the Cardiff School of
Biosciences where he was appointed to alectureship in 2006.

Rob’s main research interests are the effects of
environmental change on the ecology and behaviour of
animals, as well aslooking at the impacts of humanity’s
actions on animals.

No bigger than a sparrow the Storm Petrel is our smallest
seabird, but despite its small size the speciesis able to hold
its own on the open seas. Rob’ stalk will tell the tale of his
research activities, in collaboration with colleagues at home
and abroad, to unravel the ecology of the Storm Petrel.

DAVE BULL
The Conference Chair

Dave Bull is a founding member and secretary of the Bull and
Morgan Ringing Partnership which was formed
approximately 20 years ago.

Dave is originally from the North Riding of Y orkshire but his
home has been firmly rooted in South Wales for over 30
years. Hefirst encountered bird ringing at Kenfig NNR in the
1980’'s and knew instantly it was for him. Fortunately there
was an opportunity to be trained by the then warden, Steve
Moon.

The Bull and Morgan Ringing Partnership has outposts in

Dorset and Somerset and including traineesis 10 strong.
However, most of the ringing is and has been undertaken in
South Wales.

The Partnership currently monitors Cardiff Bay for the
Harbour Authority, Coed Craig Ruperra for the
Conservation Trust, and Cosmeston Lakes for the Vale of
Glamorgan County Council. In addition the partnership also
has a Tree Sparrow project on the Gower Peninsula and a
Swallow project at Pontcanna Riding Stables in Cardiff.

Dave has instigated and run severa ringing projects
elsewhere in Britain and abroad such as at Radipole Lake,
Dorset for five years and in Lithuania; with the latter
providing the chance and enjoyment of learning more about
the European species that are uncommon in Britain.

be accessed to the left of the main counter.

shop.

WELSH RINGERS’' CONFERENCE 2010: THE VENUE

The location for the second Welsh Ringer's Conference is the National Museum Cardiff, situated in Welsh Capital's
Civic Centre. The conference will take place in the Icon Suite, accessed via the museum’s main entrance. From the
main entrance walk straight ahead through the Grand Hall and the museum’s restaurants, where the Icon Suite can

The National Museum Cardiff is within easy walking distance
from Cardiff Central Station. For those arriving by car, a visitor
car park is situated at the rear of the Museum, off Museum
Avenue. A £3 token is required to exit the car park available
from a vending machine in the Grand Hall or via the Museum

A map of the museum’s location can be found at
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/cardiff/visit/

National Museum Cardiff, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NP.

(029) 2039 7951




WELSH RINGERS’ CONFERENCE 2010: Booking form

Where: Nationa Museum Cardiff, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NP
When: Saturday 6 March 2010

Conference Fee: £15

If you have any queries, please contact:

Richard Facey CCW, Unit 7, Castleton Court, Fortran Road, St. Mellons, Cardiff CF3 OLT. Email:
r.facey@ccw.gov.uk

Or

Jane Waters, BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 2PU. Email:
ringingconferences@bto.org

Please return by 15 February to Dianade Palacio, BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford
P24 2PU, and enclose a SAE if you require confirmation.
Conference feeis £15, which includes coffee, tea and buffet lunch.
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