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STAIF CIilIMS

It has beelr a ca.s of 'aII chaage' wlth the a(hrlistrati@ of the
Nest Becotd Sctrc. saary the Tltlgt lo'st the serrrlces of Robert l&rgaa as
Nest Record offlcer tr mldrranuary, vtren he reft to Join the Researcb Uort ot
the Brrtish Antarctlc sr:'r/ey at caodcrldge. Robert hss already been sorery
nisssd !y ltF*|er6 ald stajf both at Seech fuorc and a.ray fno ile f:.it',
headquarters. rn addltlor, Liz uclnrgh, r+tro belped erirrce tbe sctrc, reft ln
early lby at1{ hoc been r€plac€d by l{ercedes Gibbs.

Davld G1rc has taken o\rer Robert Morganrs rore. Davld hao been lnrmrved
wlth tbe Nest neco{rC Schm slnce Jointng tbe T}u.s.t 16 yea:rs ago a.Dd h8s gillistled
papers deq-lJng wlth the breedlng blologl of slrcles ranting ft@ Llttle Orl and
Iong<red &1, Stone Ctrlw arrC Ri,'g Ci*el, io Orctcoo irra-ffagtfs,Uer.

Phlllp ffhlttlngton bas been largely reslnnslble for tb€ task of prieparing
past Nest Record card mterlal for tbe icrqrter, t€sttns anatysis prolnre wrth
the Dtrectc/r, naymnd o'conmr, and feeding the data rnlo tbe-ccnfrrtei, aided byr.J- l|.'E,gh and Judlth Baker.

__ It is antlcipated that later this year lta[pcn'er Ser-v1ces Ccmission nFloyees
will Jola the BIo staff on a short term basls to tactle ihe mmth ta^d( of feeding
flrther blstonical l,Iest Reaod card inforroatl@ lnto the ccryrter. yith rcre
rapid aDalyses of cards feasible a.nd a regular fsedbenk of results to cetribuLors
anticipated, tbe scb€na hre a brlght and il]terestirg future.

CUR NEST RM EERD M.DIISS

!'c yorr tlxter€st tbe annual card totals for the perlod I97g to 1983 and
overarr qrrr€nt holdlngs arE tls.t€d fu the centrE sectlo of thrs t{€lcnsl€tter.
It Sqrld be stressed tbat the lg€iit flgures, 1_tr paxtlcdar, are povlslonal as
severar contrlhrtlcos - irctudiDg se slzeable ones - have been prcnbea but Dot
yet r€celved. Ile totals for F€vlous years Ey alo Lncreese eflgbtty a6
outstaDdlDg c€rds ar€ add€d. Thls late sulmlsslm of records des-elo* the
adnlnlstr?tl-o at Beecb Qrr/e and 1s to be a\rold€d lf peslble.

lbe year to year totals &op re bterestrng treDds. Ihilst thce for
c€rtaln blrds anbJect to secial studles - nestbcD< uers ltke creat rit and pted
flycatcber fe e:caqlle 1 are relI repnesented, tb€le has beelr a rclryfuA doq,ls,ard
treod t-u tbe ntd€a of cards rccelved ln rec€nt years, especlally tor mny 'cmo'
open nestera srcb as Blad<blnl, Dmnock and Cbafflnch. lbre gmd quallty,
m']tl-rdsltr cgrds for tbe* 'bred and butter' bl:rds are especfaffy cplc@.

_ wlth-re & species rcpresented by or€r bau a nlulon nest hlstorles, tbe
I'r:ust blds a pn€clous store of rnlque lirforratlo o tbe breedrng blorogy oi hltaln's
btrds. Tbe csrds for mny specles have been €mmfud - sre rerIt an uf<atea
analysls - hrt mrcb rml.ns to be done.



TIIE 1983 CARD II'ITAKE

Although the story is still inccnplete, it is j.nteresting to scan the lgg3
figun:s. contributions have been rece,ived so far frcrn over z?s recorders - eren
valuabLe *hether for one or over a hundred cards - and the chan ce is taken nw
to thajlk everyone for their wek:cnre $pport.

For interestrs sake a broad serection of a few contributors are listed belov,
in alphab€tical order, together with a few of their rDre notable species card totals.
certai.n observers provide an extrdEly helpful service in co-{rdinating the
activltj-es of a single bird club, ringing group, bird obervatory, or natural
history society, *hilst pnxrDting the schene wlthjn suctr organizations at the sanE
tfurE. One observer, therefore, rnay reflect the efforts of a dozen or rrcre hard
uorki-ng individuals. If l,ou can en@\rrage ferlon nest finders to contribute, to
help guide their fierduork, or send us the addresses of possibre futule supporters,
this \rould be appreciated,

W.D. Allen (Strropshlrc) 173 cards including 34 Blue Tit; R.E. Batty
(Illcldleex) 1.54 cards iacluding 48 Blackbird; G. Bottcmlexl@]trbria)
111 cards lncluding 38 creat Tit, 37 Pied Flycaffin
(l€nca.ster Blrdrratching Society, Lancs) 962 cards 1nc

(Wanrickshire)42 SoDg Thrustr, 30 D:nnock, 25 Chaffinctr; J.E.
40 cards lnclrdrng 22 lrborhen, 90 Bfackbi-ril s )
611 c€rds iacluding 23 Sperrontravi<, A4 Xestrel,E Littte Ovl- 38 Tawny tuI;
T. Carmthers (Co. Ketry) 116 cards includlng 28 Song tlurlstr, 31 Blackbjrd,
I1 Robin; J.E-S. Cooper (fusse() Lso cards includi.og 48 Crreat TIt, 42 Blue Tit;
J.G. Cranfield (Starford Ringing cmup, l€ics) 215 cards includlng 36 C@t,
26 Reed Bxlting; P.C. & S.G. Davis (Surrey) I47 cards ilctudfurg 16 Stonechat,
8 Dartford Warbler, 20 Willop Warbler, 20 l!eado{' tripit; F. Davisn (Northrdria
Rturging Crroup) 243 cards lncluding 34 Sinallcn, 88 Great Tit, 44 Pied Elycatcher;
R.A. Denver (S:ney) 1@ cards iacluding 20 $,allo*; N. Dyrcnd ($etland)
114 cards includlng 21 Red-tbroated Diver, Merltut, wni:OET-, anO

Peregri.ne; H.R. Hallrmcott (histol Natr:raLists Soclety) 313 c€xds i-ncluding
1tO Iapnring, 50 Willo\tr ltarbLer; A. Ilaris (Rye Meads Rilxging Group, Herts);
251 cards irrcluding 48 R€ed Vlarbler, 1€ SeOee $arbler, 2I Ltsnet;
E..1. 

p'avgocX (EI.OI 121 cards including 14 Great Tit, 60 pied Elycatcher;
lr:g-Ltlildrld (Lircs) 245 c€rds including 26 Song Thnrsh, 36 llanse Sparron;
f R. ilclness (llcrfolk) 244 ca.r.ds including 88 S\raIIor; J. Kleser (Ilants;
206 cards incrudhg 32 Blue Tlt; R. tsrpbert (cibraltar EEFB:Fa obs. Li,cs)
202 cards lncluding et Ringed ltovEf,Fffitie Tern, 44 Ttee Sparrow;
.l.M.S. f.gqris (eent) 128 cards ir:c1udi::g Een Hal-ler, pereetf.ne, &ossbill;

9iV. lJgE 
(Dyf€d) I38.cards tncludirg 22 Pied, Itycatcher; R.J. Louch/D. icnpson

(O<on) 5@ cards incfudJ.rrg 84 BIacIOird, t8 Sedge tyarbler, 2OBI@;%--
Yerlc$,harrer; c.F. Mapretoft (Birkra:rd Ringinc Grcup, Ibtts) @z cards includirg
36 crea! Tit; IDTIfiE:fI|2 n-r".k, ze-d.ftirr.t; C. Mattt€$,s et. aL
(Avon) 1I{ qards iDs}udrng 23 SraUcnr; p. ttaynard (HaDTsJ-T5-ffi;1ffiding
tlobby, 12 Smllor; P.F.J. Playford (CrrclrEflTGds inctudlag Z3 pied
Elycatcher; .1. nfctraffiii-(]F-ffiT2S2 csras bcluding 2 bsaider, 22 Btue Tit,
37 Song ltnsh, 45 Blackbird; I.T. Rorrlands (clos. ) 276 cards tncluding
17O Blue Tlt, 46 G,reat Tit, 5f EiEi@Gr; R. tuitb (Aberdeen) f4t cards
lnchdrng 12 SedgB Wadrler, 26 fihltethroat, 24 Wtt-lcn, Wartter; R. Squlres
(Fwys) f41 cards i.rocludlng 66 Pied Elycatcher, Red Klte; n.j. ffiil<tent
Valley Blrdvatcbers, Notts) 1O4 cards tncludlng f Coot, f:. gcilse-llaxtln;
R.L. Svann (cfelrr.qubartBld Ctub, Invsness) p csrds Locludlng 18 Brzzard,
Peregrine, 19 Tacny Orf, 2 Redvrlng, 9 Redstart; S. I}ler (ft,ent) IZ/ cards
lncluding Mer11n, 44 Dipper, 15 Pied Flycatcher, ffif'lfagtarf ; S. Unq'Ln
(Staffs) 174 c€rds fucluding 10 ldoorben, 44 Blacbtrd, lO DDDock, IITffit;
49. Vtcf (Edlnburgb) 195 csrds lncludlng 88 Dlpper, 18 Ring Orsel, 33
llhe&teax, 39 whi-uctnt; D. Igarden (hlstol) 1zl cards lncltrdlng 13 Great crested
crebe, 15 c@t, 43 Beed l{arbler; r. xblfenden (Llverp@r) rsg c€rds ircluding
66 Skylark, 21 Meadop Plpit, 13 lrnnliF-
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EAIILY RLTLIRN OF C{OS I{lf,-OIr{}]J

Do please send on thcrse outstandir8 1983 cards a.s sn a-s posslble but
not at the expense of current fleldrcrk! An early return of the present s&.ion's
cards (by the end of ttre year plea.se) rrculd help us at the gIO to form an ear)5'
plcture of the successes and fellures durlng 1944. Do bear 1n mbd, hc'$€ver,
ttree rrulti-brooded ryecles and alm, where pcslble, to obtaln r€cotts for the
*tple seamn, qtrldl for srp blrds lests frcm ltarctr to August, or erren later.
MgIbrs are already conentlng on ttte early s,rccess of certaln *aterfo{l ard
resld€nt passrirres durtng an e<ceptlcrrqlly sr:nny Apr1l and early lrday enJoyed ijl
tIGt areas, this follcnrcd s delayed season as norlhern Brita,tn wa-s held in the
grlp of *vere c€ather during parts of Febnrary erd March. Thls year a].ready
prcmlses to be an lnter€stlng one for nest recorders ard lt is hoped to prblish
the story ln Ister lsstes of BIO Neq/s.

A BETTB WREAD OF RMM

Cards frfii all sltuations are celccrEd bJt certain ftx:ioos and habitats are
Dotlc€ably under-recorded and rerlt greate! attentlcn. b(tra contrlbJtlons auay
frf,m the IfuE Countles, especlaUy fnm Sfl rhglaad, E. EAIad, the north Mj.dlands,
NW ftrgLalrd, f,ales, Scotland a.nd I'Iorther:a Irla.nd are Dd€d. hoad-leaved
cmdland, 'otulg lorestry plaDt&tlons, scnrb, cd.stel habitats, beath ard rcor,
docdaJd, arabLe fannl.a.d, uetlands and, srrprlslngly, urtcn tlcrrsirg areas are
arcng thcse habita.ts cortby of €rcra coverage,

KEY SMIES TO AIU FIR

It cannot be stressed t@ strngly bw mrctr cards for aI). specles are
cElc(!E, truc a rsnge of 'tarSet' blrds rerlt ryeclal attentlon. These 'key'

sFecles cDrth bearbg la ml-od are:

Great Clested Grebe, Llttle Grebe, l&rte &ux, Mqflsrd, Sparrcnha*, A:zzard,
Ibstrel, lborben, Cot, Qptercatchr, RiDged Plover, tapring, Snipe, Orlev,
Redshaak, Ocmrn Sandpiper, BJ.rk-beaded fulf , Ct-mn Gull, Ccrrmo Tero,
Arctlc Tenl, Stock Dove, Toodpigeoo, Collared Dore, I\rrtle Do;e, Cuckoo,
Llttle OrI, Sdft, S\rallcrp, Itdrse l{artiD, l4eador Plpit, Fren, hmnock, Robin,
Stcnechat, m€ateer, Rillg fusel, Blad6l-rd, Song Tbrustr, Mistle Thrush,
Sedge Wa:$ler, Reed fra:$1er, fbltethroat, Blackcap, niU@ Yarbler, Coldcrest,
Spotted Elycatctrer, Log-tatfed Ttt, Coal Tlt, Tfecreeper, Uaapie, Jackdaw,
Rok, CeJr16 CYou', Ral,en, Ch3Jfbctl, Greenfinch, Coldfincb, Ljnnet, Redpoll,
Bi.lfbcb, Yello,hamr, k€d B.nting.

The* blrds fall into tco cat€gorles. ltey lnclude a ralge of indlcator'
specles *llcbc$b€ used to asse€s variatl@s tl breediry performaace betv'€€n
yesrs, r€g:icns and habltats. Other ere Deq.rlDg the stsge Etlere a $fflciently
large sarple ls evauable to rErit a d€ta.lled a.salysls ald trrbllcatioo of a srrmry
peper on the blrd's breedtng btolcgy.

CCDE OF CCNDI-S Tf,R NEST RMMM.S

InJorratlon gath€red by the llest Record &tre plovldes a vlt&l l-l-uk for
the Tlust L0 tts attspt to uDderstsDd tb @cbanics that govetn the annual cycle
of &'ltrrhts btds, F\rrtbermne, tbe year by year asswlt of breedhg s.lccess
rates csn provlde aJr lrlrEluable clrcck @ the quallty o! the envlrcnrent, It ls
€ocorEaging to locp that plle sierce aDd coDsentaticn are belng hefFd eaci tirrE
a wll green card ls ccopleted.
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llolever, nest recording ls a drrlndling aJt ln srE perts. lbre
birdurd,tctrcrs are, understandably, questlonlng the posslbllity of dlsturbance.
If you have any \rorrles do please wrlte for a copy of the CDE OF GNnrcT fitch
outlines hov to plan your nest vlsits to the best affect and J.ea-st furposltlon
on the blrd.s. Better stll1, rEke sur€ that a copy of the BToGtide l*c. 12
The llest Record Schsre by llenry Mayer-Gross is to hand (prlc€ C1.5O frqn Beech
6;O:-Elsffiles conduct at the nest in depth and lncludes detalls of
Iaytlg 6ea.ens, fledging periods and nurber of broods. Atl arl.litldral ald to
nest flndlng A Field Gride to Birrls' Nests, by Bnuce Can@ll and Jares
Ferguson-Lees (Constable, london 1972) is thorbughly rec(nnEndd lf you csn Iocate
e copy.

A rolnder that the specles llsted on tte encleed steet axe protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 198I. If 5ou wistt to conslder vlsiting the nests
of ary of these specles do tnrlte to the BIO for an application fonn to be
Uc€osed by tbe Nature Cosenrancy Council first. l,b nest of the species listed
my be vlalted witbout Elot 8r!'pr:oval,

REST'LIS IN TIIE PIPEX,INE

The Nest Record Scbc has rnde a rmJor contrlbution to o:r loowledge of
the biolog/ of hitain's blrds over the la.st 45 years but mlch r@alns to be done.
A nrder of pn4ljses of cards are orrrently well under vay, for species srch as
Tavny OwI, Sort€ared Or1, NightJar,, the tbree Jay, Redstart,
f,heatear, tbe Phylloscours cartlers arod ltuthatch. Meamrbile the SIO crrqute!
offers the sctlerre greater scope and speed of haDdliDg data. So far cards for
over 65 specles have be€n fed illto the c@rter and 9n4l56es are ir progress.
Se fok fonard to seelng tb results of these i:r priot.

A flrs'thard bowfedge of basic breeding biology is inportant for any
blrdwatcierts full appreciatj-on of his $bject and, suprisingly, there ls stilL
scope for j-udlviduals to mke sizeable and unique contributiaos to cur lo@tledg€.
Ibr birds like Iil-ttle Cirebe, hrddy Drck, Grrle*,, Little Owl, I€sser Spotted
Woodpecker, Jacldaw, Wil-lois Tlt, Marsh Tit, futhatcb, Coldcrest, 6o* g.61rng and
ttlany rrDre cL. stlU have fundmtal gaps in our lmorledge. fihy Dot contqlate a
loca1 sludy of your cnnr?

Whllst the fibrary at Beech Grove receives.copies of Gt rqorts, a
ntder of in{ppth loca] strdles are E:blished aud go undetected. Do please pass
coples to the BIO so tbet re can be srlr€ tbat a pennanent record is @.lntained in
tbe T::ustrs headqLlarters for a]'l vislting r€searchers and staff to consflt.

MNre 10 HEAR TM{ ]rcU

Elnally, lf you require ertra cards, a fresh st of Instnrctions, code of
cmdlct, plea.e wrlte to tb l{€st Recod Offlcer, BIO, Beectl Grove. Ttllrg,
Berts EP23 $,1R, Be crcu1d alm of tbe
@-ser'mb fc possibte lnclusim rn sIO News or futune Nest Record Nemletters.

DAVID GINX

MAY 1984


